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For any enquires on the Independent Reading Level Report, please contact our English teacher,
Ms Lee Hiu Man at 2602 5353.
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PM Benchmark

Our school uses the PM Benchmark to measure students’ reading abilities.
Parents may take reference from the following to choose suitable
books for the children to read.

Sources: Keys to the PMs Auips.//cengage. co

Levels Descriptions

1-2 The books have careful text—illustration agreement, simple and predictable
sentence structure, and familiar settings and experiences to build basic reading
skills and concepts.

3-5 The books are designed for students who have learned to recognise a small pool
of high-frequency words and have mastered basic reading concepts.

6-8 The books have multiple sentences on most pages of text. The stories are a
little more complex, supported with illustrations.

9-11 The books introduce greater sentence complexity. The topics should cover
outside the immediate circle of home and school, such as visiting medical
professionals, and exploring the natural world.

12-14 The books feature greater word complexity, including compound words.

15-16 The portrait books are 16 pages, with less predictable designs, as a first step
towards reading novels. Conventions such as glossaries and chapters are
introduced in some books.

17-18 The books should feature different themes to suit students’ increasingly
adventurous world views.

19-20 The fiction books typically include chapters.

21-22 The books are longer — typically 24 pages — with many of the conventions of
novels. They include longer sentences and more multisyllabic words. The
non-fiction books include non-fiction conventions such as indexes and captions.

23-24 The sentences consist of two or three clauses, and the story structures are more
complex.

25-26 (Independent readers) The length of books increases to 32 pages, and fiction
books are formatted like novels.

27-28 (Independent readers) The length of the books increases to 48 pages.

29-30 (Independent readers) The books reach 64 pages in length.




